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as. a chemical unit., a mere aggregate of separate molecules, has a controlling power over the organisation, as it also realises the synthesis of the manifold in the conception of the ego; it is the identical, indivisible, perdurable, and self-sustaining substance, of which the transient phenomena arising in consciousness are but inherent affections, A certain similarity to Hartmann's views is noticeable here, and an " Unconscious" often appears in Montgomery's works as basis for consciousness.
In matters more properly vitalistic, Montgomery expressly opposes any machine-theory as a basis in itself of organic phenomena; and bases his objection on an analysis of the movement of protoplasm, of the contraction of muscles, of the divisibility of infusoria, and of regeneration in general. It is the life-substance that constantly restores its own integrity, and he is not here thinking of chemical influences of a similar kind at all. Assimilation in a way becomes to him the most important of all biological phenomena, but it is the result of an inwardly constituted autonomy. There are, he says, evidently forces genetically organised at work here, and these forces one can only regard as 'specific energies.
When we come to expound our own views, it will be seen that we find it impossible to accept either Montgomery's realistic metaphysics, or his vital substance. But this does not diminish his historical importance : he is a Vitalist as regards the principal question, and even uses the word " autonomous." Where he is really original is in his unique method, which, whether it meet with our approval or not, is